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Outright Vermont
Correction

Recently, the State
Department of Education
moved a $12,000 grant from
Outright Vermont’s school-
based programs to the
Department’s Safe and Healthy
School’s Division. Along with
this move of financial
resources, implications have
been made that Outright is no
longer conducting workshops
and trainings for school staff,
faculty, and students on issues
of sexual orientation and gen-
der identity. :

Our Safe Schools Program
still exists. We will continue to
do programs in Vermont
schools on the needs of lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
youth. More than ever, our
work with the staff, faculty,
and students of Vermont’s
schools is critical to creating a
safer and more positive learn-
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ing environment for all stu-
dents.

This past year, we have seen
a rise in anti-gay related inci-
dents in schools. More students
are being harassed more open-
ly. Teachers are also finding
themselves targets of homo-
phobic slurs and harassment.
We know this because we hear
from the youth in your schools
every week at our drop-in and
at our support groups. Teachers
have even become the focus of
harassment because they tried
to stop some of the anti-gay
slurs flying around in their
classes and hallways.

We know this is not the type
of atmosphere you want pre-
sent in your schools and com-
munities. We have spent eleven
years supporting gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgender youth
who felt isolated, harassed, and
even persecuted in their own
schools and communities. We
desperately need to continue
this work: it is good work and
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it saves lives! That is why
Outright Vermont was created
and that is why we still exist
today.

To that end, we pledge to
continue our Safe Schools
Program. We will provide as
many staff and faculty train-
ings and classroom presenta-
tions as our staff and resources
will allow. We will continue to
be a safe harbor for gay, les-
bian, bisexual and transgender
youth and for all youth who
desire to see an end of homo-
phobia in our society. We will
continue to be a stalwart sup-
porter of all those educators
who are also working to end
homophobia in their schools
and in their communities.

If you have any questions
about our programs, or you
wish to schedule a staff/faculty
training or general presentation
at your school, organization or
place of employment, please
do not hesitate to contact us at
1-800-GLB-CHAT (452-2428)
or info@outrightvt.org.

Sue Wilson

Educational Development
Coordinator :
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The purpose of Out in the Mountains is to serve as a voice for
leshians, gay men, bisexuals, fransgendered people, and our
supporters in Vermont. We wish the newspaper to be a source
of information, insight, and affirmation. We also see OITM as @

vehicle for the celebration of the culture and diversity of the les-

bian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered communities here in
Vermont and elsewhere.
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Sarah Harrington, a Realtor
dedicated to our community!

» Mountain Pride Media - Board Member ’99, ’00
* Pride Committee - Silent Auction '98, ’99, ’00

* Rainbow Business Association - President 98

Call Sarah if you’re buying or selling your home.
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EDITORIAL POLICY

We will consider for publication any material which broadens
our understanding of our lifestyles and of each other. Views
and opinions appearing in the paper do not necessarily repre-
sent those of Outin the Mountains. This paper cannot and will

nbt endarse any candidates or actions of public officials on

issues of imporfance to lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, and
1r_ahsgendered persons. We reserve the right not to publish any

material deemed to be overtly racist, sexist, anti-Semitic,

~ ageist, classist, xenophobic, or homophobic.
Writers’ guidelines are available on request. All materials sub-
mlt’red ‘must include a name and a contact number. However,
withi the pages of the newspaper, articles may appear anony-
mously upon request and strict confidentially will be observed.
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the Mountains {ISSN 1081-5562) is published on the last
sday of each month by Mountain Pride Media, Inc. It is
by BD Press. The newspaper maintains offices at 39
Bridge Street in Richmond, Vermont.
- The subscription rate is $23 per year
~ within the United States of America.
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