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- ENDING ISOLATION AND SHAME: TRANS 101
BASIC TRANSGENDER RESOURCES S e e

that question as there are people to ask.
Anyone who has spent time thinking

Boo KS: about gender has her own way of defining
. ' gender and transgender. Most people
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Califia, Ceh Brees, 17 Thus, a male has penis and testicles, xy

chromosomes, and testosterone as domi-
nant hormone. He will grow facial hair,
develop a deep voice, and be muscular.

A female has vagina, uterus, and
ovaries, xx chromosomes, and estrogen as
dominant hormone, and will develop
breasts, retain a high voice, not grow
facial hair, and be physically weak.

Each of these two sexes are further
characterized by certain social expres-
sions, called gender. Male individuals are
masculine; female individuals are femi-
nine. Channels of gender expression
include clothing, toys, jobs, academic
interests, sports and hobbies, social roles,
speech patterns, and body language.

Finally, each of the sexes is sexually
attracted exclusively to individuals of the
opposing sex: males are attracted to
females, and vice versa. Further, the
model says that all of these things are nat-
ural, in-born, morally imperative fixed
sets, changeable only by trauma or moral
failing of some kind.

To be a “real” man or a “real” woman
in this model, there can be no variation
from the most rigid definitions of any of
the above categories.

It dictates that man with any one of the
following would not be a “real” man: a
high voice, a vocation in quilting, or an
attraction to other men. For women, facial
hair, construction work, or attraction to
other women makes them suspect.

For gay, lesbian, and bisexual individ-
uals, there is no question that, at the very
least, the final category of the model, ori-
entation, is not true. Often, GLB folks are
able to question the second category, gen-
der expression, as well.

Much less often do we question the
first category, sex, or the implicit relation-

- ship between gender and orientation, or
SUGGESTED WEB SITES: explore the infinite variations among and
between all three.
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Transgender Education Network, It’s Time, America! This is where the “T” comes in.

Justice Resource Institute, Boston www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/Heights/7979/
www.jri.org/ten.html

St d : What is transgender?
This site has a New England Transgender Resource Intersexed Society of North America

The simplest, and broadest answer is

any person or type of expression that

challenges or does not fit into the rigid

Floaea Al VA R T e T (e trac'htlo.nal model o'f sex and gender: that
www.ifge.org which is transgressively gendered.

To some, this includes. gay, lesbian,

Guide www.isna.org/

IFGE—International Foundation of Gender PFLAG’s Transgender Support Network

Transgender Splendor/Transgender Outreach Project :

American Boyz www.prairienet.org/tsplendor/top an.d bls_exual people who‘ (.:hallenge the
www.netgsi.com/~listwrangler/ orientation part of the traditional model.

Sexual Minority Youth Assistance League, SMY. To many, orientation is not part of the

Leading Transgender Organizations smyal.org & newer sex/gender models, because who

www.gendertalk.com
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